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P&D to Host 
Additional Staking 

Schools  
  

Once again, Patterson & 
Dewar Engineers will be 

offering more staking 
schools in 2010, slated 
for locations including 

one in South Alabama, 
one in Kentucky and 

possibly one out West.  If 
you would be interested 

in hosting a school at 
your facility, please 

contact Robert Penna at 
770-453-1410 or 

rpenna@ 
pd-engineers.com. 

Storms and time take their toll on a utility, and maintenance problems can some-
times go unnoticed or unchecked. These types of problems can end up being ex-
pensive for utilities, either in revenue or law suits.  Most lenders for utilities recom-
mend that the borrower have in place a periodic pole review program.  Most of the 
companies that currently offer this type of service only review the pole, usually by a 
ground line review.   

P&D’s Total System Field Review covers as many or as few items that you 
choose to have reviewed. We can also provide additional services while perform-
ing reviews.  

 
Projects can be tailored to meet your specific needs regarding items reviewed and 
the number of points viewed in a fiscal year to help meet your budget require-
ments.   

(Continued on page 2) 

          Review Services           Additional Services 

Evaluate poles (ground line to top) Change out meters for AMR/AMI 

Check pole assemblies Install guy markers 

Check conductors Number poles 

Review joint-use attachment counts Collect transformer data  

Assess rights-of-way  Prepare staking sheets for correcting deficiencies 

Look at anchors  Collect GPS points 

Examine underground equipment  Other services as requested 

Other services as requested  



The American Council of Engineering 
Companies of Georgia (ACEC/G) 
held its 11th consecutive Future Lead-
ers Program in 2008/09 and Patter-
son & Dewar Engineers participated 
for the first time by nominating two of 
their engineers, Chris Stoia, PE and 
Nicole Mabe, PE.  The ACEC/G Fu-
ture Leaders Program is a profes-
sional development program de-
signed to develop strong leadership 
and business skills while providing 
insightful industry knowledge to meet 
the challenges ahead. 

The program consisted of six profes-
sional development presentations: 
Communication, Contracting & Risk 
Management, Leadership & Manage-
ment, Financial Management, The 
Legislative Process and Project Man-
agement, presented by experts in 
their respective fields.  Each presen-
tation was held at a venue that com-
plemented the topic, which enhanced 
the overall program by promoting 
team building skills and providing op-
portunities to network with the partici-
pants from other engineering consult-
ing firms in Georgia. 
 
The Future Leaders 2008/09 pro-
gram wrapped up in May with a rec-
ognition reception for all participants.  
Patterson & Dewar was so pleased 
with the program that two more of our 
engineers, Anita Bandela, PE and 
Susan Upadhyay are currently par-
ticipating in the 2009/10 Future Lead-
ers Program. � 
 

Total System Field Review cont’d 
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Our Total System Field Review is performed or supervised by the same individuals that perform P&D’s 
other Staking Department duties. 

Distribution electric line design/staking 
Joint-use attachment make-ready staking 
Fiber optic communications design/staking for electrical systems  
Work Order reviews  
Onsite electric line construction monitoring  
Electric line construction contracts  
Distribution electric line design/staking training  
GPS work order mapping updates 
Post storm restoration assistance  

 
 

ACEC/G Future Leaders Program 

Call us today to see how WE can help YOU and your system. 

(770) 453-1410 

Have you ever been 
out of the office 

without access to 
your copy of the 

NESC and needed to 
know the clearance of 

an aerial cable or 
conductor?   

Our P&D field guys who 
are in the field most of 
the time, like many of 

you, expressed a need 
for an NESC quick 

reference chart so we 
created one.  If you 
would like to have a 

copy of the clearance 
chart, please contact us 

at 770-453-1410 and 
we will get you this 

useful tool. 
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In July, RUS published a new requirement con-
cerning distributed resources (DR) in the CFR 
that requires RUS borrowers to have an Intercon-
nection of Distributed Resources policy in place 
by July 8, 2011.  A summary of those require-
ments follows: 

1.  The borrower's Interconnection Distributed Re-
sources (IDR) Policies are to include, but not lim-
ited to: 

• Standard application  
• Application process  
• Application fees  
• Agreement 
 

2.  The IDR policies and procedures shall be 
readily available to the public. 

3.  All costs to be recovered from the applicant 
regarding the application process or the actual 
interconnection and the process to determine the 
costs, are to be clearly explained to the applicant 
and authorized by the applicant prior to the bor-
rower incurring these costs.  The borrower may 
require separate non-refundable deposits. 

4.  The IDR policies must be approved by the bor-
rower's Board of Directors. 

5.  The IDR policies may establish a new rate 
classification for customers with DR. 

6.  The IDR policies must provide for reconsidera-
tion and updates every five years or more fre-
quently as circumstances warrant. 

7.  The technical requirements must include the 
following: 

    For Borrower: 

• Must be consistent with prudent electric 
utility practices;  

• Must incorporate the IEEE 1547 and 
1547.1 requirements;  

• Must provide for appropriate electric power 
system disconnect facilities, as determined 
by the borrower, which shall include a 
lockable disconnect and a visible open, 

that are readily accessible to and operable by 
authorized personnel at all times; and  

• Must provide for borrower access to the DR 
facility during normal business hours and all 
emergency situations. 

DR Owner must provide for appropriate respon-
sible parties to assume the following risks and 
responsibilities: 

• Must agree to maintain appropriate liability 
insurance as outlined in borrower's IDR pol-
icy;  

• Must be responsible for the DR compliance 
with all national, State, local government re-
quirements and electric utility standards for 
the safety of the public and personnel re-
sponsible for utility electric power system op-
erations, maintenance and repair;  

• Must be responsible for the safe and effective 
operation and maintenance of the facility; and  

• Only may apply for interconnection and must 
demonstrate that the facility will be capably 
developed, constructed and operated, main-
tained, and repaired. 

 

8.  The effective dates are: 

• All electric program borrowers with an ap-
proved electric program loan as of July 8, 
2009 shall have an IDR policy board ap-
proved and in effect no later than July 8, 
2011; or  

• All other borrowers that have pending appli-
cations or submit an application on or after 
July 8, 2009 shall provide a letter of certifica-
tion executed by the General Manager that 
the borrower meets these requirements be-
fore such loan may be approved. 

 

Borrowers are not required to enter into a purchase 
power arrangement with the DR owner. 

P&D has been involved in this process at several 
locations and is uniquely qualified to assist our cli-
ents with these and other DR needs. � 

Interconnection of Distributed Resources Policy 
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Distribution Line Hardening Workshop 

Return Service Requested 

On September 15th and 16th of 2009, 42 participants, representing a wide cross-section of 
the industry, including cooperatives, IOUs, municipals, and regulatory authorities gathered in 
Bowling Green, Kentucky for the Distribution Line Hardening workshop.  P&D employees 
Jerry Crawford, Steve Conover and Gary Grubbs led the discussions, and the event proved 
to be a great success with interest expressed in future workshops across the U.S. for 2010. 

The ice storms, hurricanes, and other extreme weather events of recent years pushed the 
subject of line hardening to the forefront of the electric distribution industry.  Many regulatory 
bodies and electric utilities are taking a fresh, new look at ways to eliminate and/or reduce 
damage to power lines from these catastrophic events.  P&D’s workshop centers upon ex-
amining this important subject and providing participants with technical tools and other infor-
mation necessary to make sound and informed decisions. 

Topics covered in the workshop include pole strengths, 
proper guying, tensioning of conductors, insulator load-
ing and many other factors relative to withstanding 
extreme weather.  Supplemented with photographs 
and case studies, the workshop concludes with a dis-
cussion of best practices that companies can consider 
in helping strengthen their system and improve reliabil-
ity to their customers.  If you know of anyone who 
would like to discuss the possibility of hosting a P&D 
Distribution Line Hardening Workshop, please contact:  

Gary Grubbs at ggrubbs@pdengineers.com or  

Steve Conover at sconover@pdengineers.com. � 

Steve Conover presenting at the KY 
workshop 

 

Please stop by 
Booth #11 and 
visit us at the 

2009 Electrical 
Transmission 

and Substation 
Structures 

Conference in 
Fort Worth, TX, 

 November 8-
12, 2009. 


